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Treasury Department 
Instructions Announced 


The attention of all Coast Guard offi- 
cers is invited to the following excerpts 
from a Treasury Department “letter of 
instructions” : 

“While I recommend in the strongest 
terms to the respective officers, activity, 
vigilance and firmness, I feel no less so- 
licitude, that their deportment may be 
marked with prudence, moderation and 
good temper. Upon these last qualities, 
not less than the former, must depend 
the success, usefulness and consequently 
continuance of the establishment in 
which they are included. They cannot 
be insensible that there are some pre- 
possessions against it, that the charge 
with which they are intrusted is a deli- 
cate one, and that it is easy by misman- 
agement, to produce serious and extensive 
clamor, disgust and alarm. 

“They will always keep in mind that 
their countrymen are freemen, and, as 
such, are impatient of everything that 
bears the least mark of a domineering 
spirit. They will, therefore, refrain, with 
the most guarded circumspection, from 
whatever has the semblance of haughti- 
ness, rudeness, or insult. If obstacles 
occur, they will remember that they are 
under the particular protection of the 
laws and that they can meet with noth- 
ing disagreeable in the execution of their 
duty which these will not severely repre- 
hend. This reflection, and a regard to 
the good of the service, will prevent, at 
all times a spirit of irritation or resent- 
ment. They will endeavor to overcome 
difficulties, if any are experienced, by a 
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cool and temperate perseverance in their 
duty—by address and moderation, rather 
than by vehemence or violence. The for- 
mer style of conduct will recommend 
them to the particular approbation of the 
President of the United States, while the 
reverse of it—even a single instance of 
outrage or intemperate or improper 
treatment of any person with whom they 
have anything to do, in the course of 
their duty, will meet with his pointed 
displeasure, and will be attended with 
correspondent consequences. 

“The foregoing observations are not 
dictated by any doubt of the prudence of 
any of those to whom they are addressed. 
These have been selected with so careful 
an attention to character, as to afford the 
strongest assurance, that their conduct 
will be that of good officers and good citi- 
zens. But, in an affair so delicate and 
important, it has been judged most advis- 
able to listen to the suggestions of cau- 
tion rather than of confidence, and to put 
all concerned on their guard against those 
sallies to which even good and prudent 
men are occasionally subject. It is not 
doubted that the instructions will be re- 
ceived as it ought to be, and will have its 
due effect. And that all may be apprized 
of what is expected you will communicate 
this part of your orders, particularly, to 
all your officers, and you will inculcate 
upon your men a correspondent disposi- 
tion.” 

(The above quotations are taken from 
a 159-year-old letter of instructions, 4 
June 1791, in which Secretary of the 
Treasury Alexander Hamilton expressed 
his philosophy in establishing the revenue 
cutters, a forerunner of the U. S. Coast 
Guard.) 
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Headquarters Considers 
Applications From 
Warrants for Temporary 
Commissioned Service 


A board to convene at Coast Guard 
Headquarters will select about 30 com- 
missioned warrant and warrant officers 
for appointments for temporary service 
not above the rank of lieutenant, junior 
grade. 

To be considered, applicants must be 
qualified to stand deck or engineering 
watches underway, or qualified in pay 
and supply duties, and must be less than 
41 years of age on 1 July 1951. An addi- 
tional requirement is one of the follow- 
ing: 

A degree from an accredited college, 
including the U. S. Merchant Marine 
Academy, any State maritime academy or 
school ship; at least 1 year of active, 
satisfactory commissioned service in any 
of the Armed Forces, or a license as third 
mate or third assistant engineer or higher. 

When completed, the application should 
contain date of birth, branch of service, 
officer grades, and inclusive dates held, 
names, locations, and dates of attendance 
at educational institutions attended, com- 
pleted standard forms 89 and copy 88 of 
current annual medical report, and form 
2527 revised. 

The accompanying commanding offi- 
cer’s endorsement should contain a com- 
plete estimate of applicant’s ability to 
perform the above duties. 

Each district commander or com- 
mander of a headquarters unit, as appli- 
cable, should screen each applicant, di- 
recting those qualified to appear before 
the nearest interviewing board for officer 
qualification test and interview. 

Applications had to reach Commandant 
(PTP) before 9 April unless operational 
assignments prevented, in which case dis- 
patch requests for consideration allowed 
the applicant to be processed at earliest 
practicability. 

Commissioned warrant and warrant 
officers with sufficient experience on deck, 
or in engineering, finance, or communi- 
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cations may submit request for interview 
and consideration as the billet structure 
permits. 

Those appointed to commissioned 
grades will be entitled to saved pay, as 
applicable, on appointment. 


Coast Guard Yard Will Begin 
Manufacture of Buoys 


Headquarters, having noted generally 
considerable interims between requisi- 
tioning and delivery of buoys, has charged 
the Coast Guard yard with manufacture 
of all types of buoys, except river buoys, 
and maintenance of a stock of lighted and 
unlighted buoys to fill subsequent district 
needs. 

In the future all requisitions for lighted 
and unlighted buoys, bells, gongs, whis- 
tle valves are to be submitted as required 
directly to the Commandant, Coast Guard 
Yard, Curtis Bay, Md. Requisitions for 
chain, shackles, bridles, and swivels will 
be submitted directly to Commanding 
Officer, Coast Guard Supply Center, Jer- 
sey City, N. J., on 1 September and 1 
April of each year. 

An amendment to article 1041 (2), 
P & SI, USCG, covering these instruc- 
tions, will be issued in the near future. 

Of lighted buoys, the yard will main- 
tain a stock of types 9 x 38 WE, 32 BE, 32 
GE; 8 x 26 GE, 26 WE, 26 BE, 26 E; 6 x 20 
BE, and 7, 5, and 3% FE. 

Sound buoys available are 8’-G, 7’-W, 
and 8’-B. Unlighted buoys are St. Nun 
2d and 3d Class Spec. ; St. Can 2d and 3d 
Class Spec. ; Nun 1-2d and 3d Class, and 
Can 1-2d and 3d Class. 

While buoys will be shipped by the 
yard, with transportation costs charge- 
able to the yard fund, it is desired in 
the interests of economy that vessels 
departing the yard be used whenever 
practicable. 


Reserve training units (port security) 
are being encouraged to use suitable mo- 
tion pictures for training purposes. Such 
films are available in all branches of the 
Armed Services as well as_ private 
industry. 
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AID FOR AN IMPERILED FREIGHTER 


The cutter Jroquois and a commercial tug stand by §8. 


S. Andrea F. Luckenbach 


which is hard aground with considerable hull damage after striking a reef off 


Kahala Point, Kauai. 


Coast Guard, Navy, and civilian crews participated jointly 


in salvage operations which included removal of hundreds of tons of deck cargo. 





Coast Guard, Navy and 
Commercial Craft Jointly 
Aid Grounded Freighter 


The cutters Iroquois, Basswood and 
83482 rushed on 12 March to aid the 
441-foot S. S. Andrea F. Luckenbach, 
which had struck a reef off Kahala Point, 
Hawaii. 

Laden with 600 tons of deck cargo, con- 
sisting of steel piling forms, nine auto- 
mobiles and other materials, the freighter 
suffered a flooded engine room and was 
also taking water rapidly in numbers one, 
two, and three holds. 

Listing 16° to port, she was attempting 
to reach Nawiliwili, Kauai, when increas- 
ing amounts of water in the holds forced 
her aground again about 500 yards off 
Ahukini. 


The Coast Guard vessels were soon 
joined by Navy and commercial craft. 
While the crews cooperated in removal 
of deck cargo, divers inspecting the hull 
reported severe gashes, particularly in 
the vicinity of number one hold, and other 
damage. 

It was contemplated that following 
emergency repairs and refloating, the 
Andrea F. Luckenbach would be towed 
to Nawiliwili, Kauai. 


A Coast Guard exhibit depicting buoys 
and lighthouses on a large map through 
flashing lights was adjudged “most in- 
teresting, best prepared and most pop- 
ular” of all exhibits at the recent Woods 
Hole, Mass., science fair. 
















COME 


ONE, 


At First District Headquarters, 


COAST GUARD BULLETIN 


SPAR REUNION 
WS. COAST GUARD 


APRIL-20°21-22,195 
HOTEL 
NEW YORIC 


Boston, 







ASTOR 


COME ALL! 


Spars Elizabeth F. Splaine, YNC, and 
Marguerite V. Dolley, SK2, of Revere and Lynn, Mass., 
to shipmates past and present to attend their scheduled national reunion. 


extend a smiling invitation 




















New Record Will 
Standardize Motor 
Vehicle Information 


To facilitate a ready evaluation of per- 
formance of official motor vehicles and 
provide a guide for those responsible for 
their operation and maintenance, Head- 
quarters has prescribed the use of a 
standardized motor vehicle record. 

One record, bound in an ordinary ma- 
nila file holder whose identifying front 
lists the vehicle’s type and license tag 
number, shall be prepared for each 
vehicle. 

On the left side, on binding clips, the 
folder shall contain the certificate of 
title, manufacturer’s statement of origin 
or bill of sale, and completed Mobile 
Equipment Record Forms CG—2630. To- 
gether with these should be filed copies 





of any correspondence containing infor- 
mation of lasting value regarding the 
vehicle’s reassignment or special char- 
acteristics. On the opposite side, the 
folder shall contain completed copies of 
Form CG—2956, Report of Operation of 
Vehicle No. and any other useful 
information not requested by the form. 

The complete record shall be forwarded 
to any unit to which the vehicle is trans- 
ferred. 

For purposes of consolidating data now 
carried on Several separate cards, forms 
and stickers, there has been designed 
Vehicle Data Card, Form CG-3094, one 
of which, completed, shall be kept per- 
manently with the vehicle to which it 
relates. At 0.34 each, chargeable to sub- 
head 44, special visable folders are avail- 
able at the Coast Guard Supply Center, 
Jersey City, N. J. 
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Civil Service Personnel 
To Have Efficiency Rated 


By New Plan 


The Treasury Department, under au- 
thority of Public Law 873, Eighty-first 
Congress, has established a new plan for 
rating the performance of all Civil Serv- 
ice employees. Under the plan, each em- 
ployee will be rated “Outstanding,” “Sat- 
isfactory,” or “Unsatisfactory” at least 
annually. 

The ratings are intended to facilitate 
evaluation of an employee’s work, his 
merits and contributions to over-all effi- 
ciency, improve his performance, 
strengthen supervisory-employee liaison 
and generally increase efficiency and 
economy. Other contemplated uses are 
those prescribed by law and Civil Service 
Commission regulations relating to re- 
moval, demotion, reduction in force, and 
within-grade salary increases. 

Qualifications mandatory to assignment 
of the ratings are approval by the bu- 
reau or office head for “Outstanding” or 
“Unsatisfactory,” and at least super- 
visory approval for “Satisfactory.” 

Performance requirements, to be at- 
tainable by any qualified person who de- 
votes full working time and conducts 
himself properly, will, for employees, be 
determined by the bureau or office head. 
The bureau or office head requirements, 
in turn, will be determined by the De- 
partment officer to whom they report. In 
all cases the performance requirements 
will, on determination, be reduced in 
writing to a simple statement. 

A suggested general guide for the rating 
of employees in nonsupervisory posts cites 
amount and quality of work, dependabil- 
ity and conduct, and such other spe- 
cial qualifications as are peculiar to a 
specific task. The latter two likewise 
apply to evaluation of ratings for super- 
visory personnel, together with leader- 
ship and planning, executive, and pro- 
duction ability. 

Each employee, on or before 30 June 
1951, and every new employee thereafter 
appointed, will be furnished with a writ- 
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ten statement of his performance re- 
quirements. Should these later be 
changed, he will be provided a revised 
statement. 

An employee may not be rated “Un- 
satisfactory” without due warning and 
an interim for display of improvement, 
and he must in any event be notified in 
advance of the proposed action and of 
his appeal rights and procedures. The 
employee rated “Satisfactory” also holds 
rights of appeal, if desired, and must be 
so advised and granted an audience for 
discussion of strong and weak points and 
suggestions for improvement. 

Employees who receive “Outstanding” 
ratings will also be notified, and their 
names referred to the Treasury awards 
committee for consideration for other 
award. 

For the purposes of early conversion 
to the new rating plan, old “Good,” “Very 
Good,” and “Excellent” ratings, inclu- 
sive, automatically became “Satisfactory” 
as of 29 December 1950, while previous 
holders of “Fair” or “Unsatisfactory” 
were advised of new performance require- 
ments and rated as of 31 March 1951. 

Formal ratings under the new plan 
will not be given prior to 1 October 1951, 
with the exception of “Unsatisfactory,” 
which may be, provided the employee re- 
ceived the required 90-day warning. 


200 Fishermen Rescued 
In Lake Erie 


During a recent ice-breaking assign- 
ment in Lake Erie, the 86-foot cutter 
Cherry rescued about 200 ice fishermen 
trapped when rising temperatures and 
shifting winds weakened the ice to a 
dangerous degree. 

Under BMC George Legault, the crew 
of the Cherry removed the first group of 
100 men, with their gear, from Buffalo 
Harbor, where several had already fallen 
through the ice but managed to get out. 

A second group of about the same size 
was shivering against a harbor break- 
water when the Cherry arrived to remove 
them to safety 
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Military Passenger 
Agreements Revise 
Travel Order Policy 


Consummation by the Department of 
Defense and the Coast Guard of military 
passenger agreements with certain rail, 
bus and air carriers has led to establish- 
ment of a revised policy for Coast Guard 
activities in the issuance of travel or- 
ders and transportation requests for mili- 
tary and civilian passengers. 

The Coast Guard has entered into sepa- 
rate agreements with certain common car- 
riers of passengers by rail, air, bus and 
water in which discounts of 10, 10 and 5 
percent, respectively, are allowed on all 
travel provided on transportation re- 
quests issued by the Coast Guard. Copies 
of these agreements have already been 
disseminated to each District and Head- 
quarters unit, and other units issuing any 
appreciable volume of transportation re- 
quests may request copies from Com- 
mandant (FS-2). 

To facilitate personnel and transporta- 
tion officers in proper application of these 
agreements, headquarters has directed 
the issuance of travel orders in accord- 
ance with Personnel Circular 5-51, and 
the authorization of rail, air, bus, or 
water travel, except in instances where 
a particular type is directed. 

The discounts are applicable only to 
such carriers as are parties to the agree- 
ments, which provide that selection of 
rail, air, bus, or water carrier be contin- 
gent on which type will most satisfac- 
torily meet inclusive military require- 
ments. 


Steps Taken To Improve 
Distress Report Facilities 


Headquarters has noted recurrent in- 
stances of delay in Coast Guard receipt 
of distress reports from local authorities 
or the general public. Since this has most 
often occurred where such information 
was relayed over commercial telephone 
lines to lifeboat stations or other small 
units, a study of the underlying causes 
has been made, and a directive issued 
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covering corrective measures. 

Initially, it was stated, any station in 
or near a community served by a com- 
mercial telephone exchange should be 
connected to that exchange, its Coast 
Guard or other administrative circuit fa- 
cilities notwithstanding. 

Following this, arrangements should be 
made with applicable telephone compa- 
nies for adequate and convenient emerg- 
ency listings in directories serving all that 
area within the station’s scope of ac- 
tivity or jurisdiction. Suggestion was 
made of a system presently used by some 
districts, in which Coast Guard, with 
emergency numbers, be listed on the di- 
rectory cover or flyleaf, alphabetically 
under C, and again, with departmental 
numbers, under U. S. Government. 

The directive further states that no 
personnel shall be assigned or permitted 
to answer Official phone calls who have not 
previously been thoroughly indoctrinated 
in the proper handling of distress mes- 
sages, or their relay, when indicated. to 
the proper parties for action. 


Danish-American Sailing 
Regulations Amended 


The Danish and United States Govern- 
ments have reciprocally abolished fees 
for presailing examinations of vessels of 
either country leaving a port of the other. 

Formerly, an American vessel depart- 
ing a Danish port was required to pay a 
10-kroner fee for the examination, and 
Danish vessels departed the United 
States under similar regulation. In the 
future, however, the only presailing ex- 
aminations of Danish vessels will be those 
in accordance with the International Con- 
vention for Safety of Life at Sea, which 
are without charge. 


An associate editor of the Miami Her- 
ald and two companions were unexpected 
week-end guests of the Fowey Rocks 
lighthouse keeper after the motor of their 
fishing boat went dead 300 yards from 
the structure in heavy swells. They were 
returned to the mainland 2 days later by 
patrol boat. 
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THIS WAS THE BEST NEWS PICTURE OF 1950 


Luck saw to it that Miami Daily News staff photographer was on hand when this 


dramatic action occurred. 


But he already had the instinct to act in split seconds. 


The combination won him $100 and the greatest accolade the Associated Press 


bestows on a photographer. 


(See story below.) 





Coast Guard Sets Scene 
For Best 1950 Picture 


A photographer with trigger reflexes 
who accompanied a woman reporter who 
accompanied a census-taker to an offshore 
Coast Guard station, all added up to this 
Associated Press Best News Picture of 
1950. 

The photographer and the reporter were 
Walter Davis and Rose Mallory of the 
Miami Daily News. The incident Mr. 
Davis pictured at its dramatic peak oc- 
curred seconds after a high wave hit the 
rowboat from which Miss Mallory was 
attempting to follow the census-taker up 
a ladder at the Fowey Rock Light, off 
Miami. 

Titled “The Story Was All Wet,” and 
showing Miss Mallory virtually suspended 


in mid-air before falling into the sea, the 
picture has seen international dissemina- 
tion. In the judging it received 29 out of 
a possible 30 points, in competition with 
hundreds of striking news photographs 
taken during the year by staff photog- 
raphers of Associated Press member 
papers. 

As winner, Mr. Davis received the an- 
nual cash award and a mounted photo- 
graph of a silver and oak plaque that 
bears his and previous winners’ names, 
and is kept on permanent exhibit in Asso- 
ciated Press General Headquarters, New 
York City. 


A new underwater motion-picture 
camera developed by the Navy weighs 
102 pounds, but becomes almost weight- 
less under the surface. 
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FAMED LENS GOES ON PERMANENT EXHIBIT 


At the new Boston Museum of Science, tripping the double switches that illuminate 
the first Fresnel lens ever installed in an American lighthouse, are Rear Admirals 
Hewlett Thebaud and Harold G. Bradbury, who respectively command the First 


Naval and First Coast Guard Districts. 


Made in France and 59 years old, the 


lens was removed to the permanent exhibit from old Navesink Light, Highlands, 
N. J., where for many years it guided mariners with a 9,000,000 candlepower beam 


that has never been equaled. 





Boston Officers Named 
To Toastmasters Club 


Three First Coast Guard District of- 
ficers have been selected to head the 
famous Boston Toastmasters Club for 
1951. Commander William H. Snyder, 
chief, Search and Rescue Section, was 
elected president, Captain George C. 
Carlstedt, Captain of the Port, Boston, 
vas elected treasurer, and serving as 
Sergeant-at-Arms will be Captain Paul 
B. Cronk, chief, Operations Division. 

Being the oldest member of Toastmas- 
ters International in the New England 
area, the Boston Club has thus conferred 
an unusual honor on Coast Guard speak- 
ers. There are more than 1,000 Toast- 


master Clubs the world over, each made 
up of approximately 30 civilians and men 
of the Armed Forces, joined in making 
better public speakers of themselves. Act- 
ing as their own critics, they also act in 
the belief that such training makes for 
better leadership in any serious endeavor. 





Thanks to a line being shot across her 
bow by the Tupelo while three tugs stood 
by awaiting this contact, the steamer 
Ingalls was towed to the safety of the 
Buffalo, N. Y., harbor despite a severe 
storm. The Ingalls, loaded with 500 
automobiles, was practically helpless with 
one of two anchors gone, her engine dis- 
abled owing to a broken crankshaft and 
being without a rudder. 
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Alameda Training Station 
Well-Stocked With Athletes 


A substantial number of professional 
and amateur athletes are reported among 
personnel at the Coast Guard Training 
Station, Alameda. 

Third baseman Joe Kirrene, formerly 
with the Chicago White Sox; Jimmy 
Westlake, first baseman for the San 
Francisco Seals, and Fresno Cardinals 
pitcher Gordon Jones all are from Sacra- 
mento. Together with Jack Haley, out- 
fielder from the Phoenix Senators, they 
comprise the leading baseball players. 

Basketball is represented by Jack Hos- 
kins, Seattle Pacific College forward who 
ranked fourth in State-wide scoring; 
Jack Steffan, Sacred Heart School of San 
Francisco; Ed Hookstratten, University 
of Southern California; Bob Miller, Sen- 
ora, Calif.; Jerry Tucker, Wildwood, 
N. J.; and Gary Southworth of New York 
City. 

Outstanding in boxing is Reuben Her- 
nandez, of San Francisco, who, in becom- 
ing champion of the welterweight and, 
later, middleweight Diamond Belt and 
Golden Gloves divisions, had massed a 
record of 38 knockouts in 50 fights. 

Harry Bisbee and Bog Hughes, both of 
Los Angeles, where they were outstand- 
ing swimmers and water poloists at the 
University of Southern California and El 
Camino Junior College, respectively, were 
permitted by the Coast Guard to accom- 
pany the United States water polo team 
to Buenos Aires for the pan-American 
games. 

Being considered as a possible Olympic 
track candidate when he entered the 
Coast Guard was Howard Bugbee, Re- 
dondo, Calif., who, as a student at the 
University of Southern California, won 
the 1948 California State sprint cham- 
pionship with a 100-yard dash timing of 
9.6 seconds. 

Rowing is represented by Ronald 
Strandin, of Seattle, who was number five 
man on the University of Washington 
freshman crew that became 1950 cham- 
pions by defeating the University of 
California freshman crew at the Marietta, 
Ohio, regatta. 
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A former instructor of judo at the Uni- 
versity of California, and now in the same 
capacity at Alameda, is Dick Blottis, of 
San Francisco, who holds the Black Belt, 
judo’s highest degree. 

Football is best represented of all 
sports. Potential members of Coast 
Guard teams include William Miller, 
Denver University center; Van Vogel, 
Washington University guard; James 
Kincaid, University of South Carolina 
guard; Tommy Woodlee and Hugh 
Merck, Southern Conference end and 
tackle; Dicky Davis, Wake Forest quar- 
terback and Ken Mirch, an outstanding 
tackle at St. Mary’s. 


Coos Bay Takes Beating 


Gales to 73 knots, snow squalls and 40- 
to 50-foot seas turned a January patrol 
on Station Charlie into a nightmare for 
men of the O. S. V. Coos Bay. 

Capt. James A. Hyslop, the command- 
ing officer, said it was necessary to keep 
the propellers turning 90 percent of the 
time in order to maintain position, and 
that occasional 50° rolls were recorded. 

A number of personnel received in- 
juries from being thrown off balance or 
against bulkheads. On separate occa- 
sions, heavy seas twisted a heavy com- 
panionway door on the starboard quarter, 
pushed in a port-side hatch, bent stan- 
chions, and buckled steel plates. 

En route to Portland following relief, 
the Coos Bay was 400 miles away when 
the ill-fated fishing trawler Gudrun began 
sending distress messages, and she di- 
verted to join the search. On later ar- 
rival in Portland, she underwent minor 
repairs for the storm damage. 





At St. Petersburg a chief pay clerk 
who estimated he has handled about 
$50,000,000 during 30 years in uniform, 
has retired. W. M. Stevens, retired as a 
lieutenant commander and a veteran of 
18 months aboard an attack cargo trans- 
port in World War II, joined the Army 
in 1917, did a brief “hitch” in the Navy 
and finally joined the Coast Guard in 
1924 at Curtis Bay, Md. He began han- 
dling Treasury notes 2 years later. 








118 


Fishing Skipper Cooperates 
With Coast Guard— 
But Thoroughly 


A widely promulgated Notice to Marin- 
ers led to considerable excitement around 
a New England lifeboat station one after- 
noon not long ago. A small dragger sailed 
blithely up to the dock, and while crew- 
men made fast, the master hailed the 
approaching commanding officer, a chief 
boatswain. 

“Picked this up in my net this morn- 
ing,” he said pointing at a lethal-looking, 
full-sized Navy torpedo lashed to the 
deck. “What do you-——” 

“Get that thing out of here!” cried the 
chief boatswain. 

The dragger master didn’t quite under- 
stand, and he went on trying to explain 
the Coast Guard had said it wanted to be 
notified of any suspicious-looking objects, 
that as a matter of fact, he had the Notice 
to Mariners right aboard, and he’d 
sa = * * 

“IT said GET OUT!” the chief boatswain 
shouted. “Do you want to blow up the 
whole canal?” 

Regretfully, the dragger master cast 
off and went out half a mile, where he 
attached a marker to the torpedo and slid 
it overboard. The chief boatswain, mean- 
while summoned demolition experts who 
recovered the torpedo and pronounced it 
a practice “dud.” 

But the chief boatswain is still quite 
likely muttering to himself. 


Veteran Seaman, Retiring, 
Says He May Go Right Back 


Twenty-six years of service, 25 of them 
at sea, was the record of 46-year-old Ma- 
chinist Gunnar Eek when he retired re- 
cently at Eleventh District Headquarters, 
Long Beach, Calif. 

Born in Oslo, Norway, in 1905, Machin- 
ist Eek began sailing in the Norwegian 
Merchant Marine at the age of 13. In 
1924, at 18, he came to the United States 
and on receipt of naturalization papers 
enlisted in the Coast Guard as a fireman, 
second class. His first assignment was 
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aboard the old 7'amaroa, following which 
he spent 6 years on various cutters oper- 
ating in Alaskan waters. 

Subsequently during his long and varied 
career, Machinist Eek was aboard the 
Itasca which provided radio beacon for 
famed aviatrix Amelia Earhart’s tragic 
last flight, and later participated for 2 
months in the search for her. When the 
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, he was 
there aboard the Taney, which downed 
two of the invading planes and sank a 
submarine. Later, still aboard the 
Taney, he fought in the Battle of Midway, 
turning point of the Pacific war. 

Mr. Eek has not accepted any of several 
jobs ashore that have been offered him. 
Should he decide to work again, he has 
said, he would prefer going to sea. 


Pacific Coast Gets 
First Radar Reflector Buoy 


The lighthouse tender Heather last 
month sailed routinely to a point three- 
quarters of a mile south of the entrance 
to San Pedro Bay and instailed the Pa- 
cific coast’s first radar reflector buoy. 

The buoy is fitted with multiple corner 
reflectors that will increase the reflection 
of electronic impulses from ship or shore 
radar, make it appear larger and brighter 
than other buoys and easily distinctive 
from small vessels on radar screens. 

Listed officially as Light No. 138, the 
buoy has a flashing light 13 feet above 
sea level and is equipped with a bell. 
Craft entering the harbor will pass east 
of it, and those departing, to the west- 
ward. 


Headquarters has announced a policy 
that if one or more sons of a family are 
killed in action or die in line of duty 
while serving in the Armed Forces, or 
subsequently die as a result of injuries 
received or diseases contracted during 
such service, the sole surviving son upon 
request will not be assigned to a combat 
area. A father and only living son on 
duty, for this purpose, have a “brother” 
relationship. Half-brothers and adopted 
sons are affected accordingly. 
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS WERE NEVER LIKE THIS 


The day Ella Raines of the forthcoming Republic picture “Fighting Coast Guard” 
was scheduled to visit Third District Headquarters, seaman Wally Langdon of 
Omaha, Nebr., refused to be relieved for lunch. When Miss Raines came, he 
saw her, and his cup was full. Then somebody told the beauteous star. She went 
back to Langdon and called him a “sweet thing.” She autographed him a picture 
and had her’s taken with him. Seaman Langdon is still on the job. But not 





since then has he been the same. 





First Postwar 
Servicemen’s Canteen 
Opened in New York 

The first canteen for service men and 
women since the end of World War II 
was opened March 10 in the Oxford Room 
of the Piccadilly Hotel in New York City. 

Called City of Timesquare Saturday 
Night Canteen, and open to uniformed 
service personnel from 2000-2400 each 
Saturday, it is sponsored by the organi- 
zation of metropolitan hotel owners 
known as City of Timesquare, U. S. A. 

Representatives of all services attend- 
ing the canteen’s colorful opening heard 
Alfred Lewis, chairman of the hotel 





group, laud the various metropolitan 
agencies and firms that freely pledged 
continuing services, facilities, and 
refreshments. 

Success of the canteen was further 
assured, Mr. Lewis said, by pledges of 
regular cooperation from a large num- 
ber of metropolitan celebrities, including 
representatives of various media, the 
stage, radio, and television. 





Don Phinney, Glen City, Calif., who 
served 2 years with the Coast Guard in 
World War II, appears as a cadet in “The 
West Point Story,” Warner Brothers 
production. He also is being cast in sev- 
eral TV releases. 
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Brightly Colored Lifeboats 
Would Aid Searchers, 
Investigators Say 


A Coast Guard board investigating the 
sinking of the New Bedford trawler 
Theresa A off Nantucket Lightship sug- 
gested that searches for distressed per- 
sons adrift in lifeboats or on rafts would 
be greatly facilitated if the emergency 
craft were painted international orange. 

In the case of the Theresa A, search 
planes sighted what appeared to be dark- 
painted dories a few seconds before the 
arrival of a thick fog which so reduced 
visibility that the search had to be dis- 
continued. Had the dories been of a 
brighter color, the board said, the chances 
of their being resighted would have been 
greatly enhanced. 


District Commander 
Appointed 


Capt. Charles W. Thomas has been ap- 
pointed Commander of the Second Coast 
Guard District. He has held the post in 
an Acting capacity since January. 

Nationally recognized as a foremost 
authority on icebreaking techniques, Cap- 
tain Thomas commanded the famed ice- 
breaker Northwind during “Operation 
Highjump,” which was the most recent 
Byrd expedition to the Antarctic. 

He is a native of Pasadena, Calif., but 
attended high school in the State of Wash- 
ington before entering the Coast Guard 
Academy in 1922. 


Ninety-six To Retire in June 


The retirement, during the month of 
June 1951, of about 96 men, who have 25 
or more years’ service, is contemplated 
by Headquarters. 

Selection, strictly on length of service, 
will be from requests which were on file 
prior to March 15. 

Personnel who have received acknowl- 
edgment of previously submitted requests 
need not reapply, and those desiring can- 
cellation of retirement should so request 
prior to 30 April 1951, or they cannot 
receive favorable consideration. 


COAST GUARD BULLETIN 


American Merchant 
Fleet Expanding, 
Says Admiral Cochrane 

Continuing reactivation, since the Ko- 
rean emergency, of substantial numbers 
of the roughly *5 of American merchan; 
vessels mothballed since VE-day was re- 
ported by Vice Adm. Edward L. Cochrane 
Chairman of the Federal Maritime Board, 
in a Boston speech before high Navy, 
Coast Guard, and maritime officials. 

Resultant heavy personnel demands, 
Admiral Cochrane said, are being easil> 
met from the ranks of mercantile office 
and seamen trained during World War I} 
He added that crewmen signing on do s¢ 
in accordance with present agreements 
between operating companies and sea- 
faring unions. 

Admiral Cochrane further stated that 
350 million dollars have been granted by 
Congress for the building of a fleet oi 
20-knot, 12,500-ton merchant ships, ane 
that his agency and the new Nationa’ 
Shipping Authority were being developed 
to meet the implicit need for even mere 
vessels should full mobilization be de- 
clared. 


A Port Reyes, Calif., man who has 
been engaged in commercial fishing for 
30 years, wrote the Twelfth District 
Commander that the “boys and person- 
nel” of the Port Reyes Lifeboat Station 
are doing good work “under very hard 
conditions.” He said he appreciated 
their efforts. 


A Coast Guard enlistee en route from 
Rochester, N. Y., to training at Cape 
May, N. J., received considerable press 
publicity when it developed that he was 
the last person to board the final Lehigh 
branch line train. Buses were being 
substituted. 


The old Carquinez Strait (Calif.) light 
and fog signal station, which has marked 
the entrance to Mare Island Channel for 
40 years, is being abandoned. A new 
modern station is being built on the 
nearby mainland. 
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